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me knows how to deal with him. But before a child's petulance
my brilliant weapon loses its lustre. Moreover silence day inter-
vened. And so I have to leave Santiniketan without winning
Nandini over. To whom can I tell this sad story of my failure?

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 7-6-1925

118.   KHADI IN KATHIAWAR

From the letters I receive from Kathiawar I find that those
who had undertaken to enlist farmers and members of poor
classes who would spin by hand seem to have succeeded. Dev-
chandbhai1 is very hopefol about this. It seems the workers are
succeeding in finding such families without much effort. Devchand-
bhai believes that many more families would come forward
[for spinning] if we had more workers and were in a position to sup-
ply more slivers at half price. But the question is whether it
would be better to serve the families we have already enlisted or
to welcome more families than we had provided for and meet
their needs. Serving these families means strengthening the
intermediate agencies, improving the spinning-wheel and helping
the families to improve the quality of spinning and teaching them
carding, etc, I cannot offer, and hold that I have no right to offer,
any advice from this distance. I consider it dangerous to give
advice without regard to the changing circumstances. I, therefore,
wish to place before the workers my experiences in Bengal. I find
here that hardly at any place do they supply slivers [to the
spinners]. In fact they are supplied nowhere except in Calcutta,
instead they supply only cotton. Thousands of women-spinners
ask only for cotton, which they gin with their 9wn hands. Those
who know anything about spinning will see that persons who do
the ginning and carding themselves naturally earn more. Anyone
who has done these things will know that it is not difficult to attend
to all these processes at home. In Bengal people have still not
forgotten the old days and, therefore, they readily respond to
these ideas. No one can surpass the slivers available in Bengal.
One will never find any particle in them. Even if everyone who
spins cannot do ginning in his home, why cannot he do carding?
The carding instruments here are very simple and hardly cost
four to six annas. They moisten a bamboo rod and bend it, and

1 Devchand Parckh